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December 
2022 

Newsletter  

http://www.ffbcng.org 

December 11, 2022, at 
2:00 

Holiday party at home of Sherry and Dan 

February, 2023 Multi-club Callaway Gardens retreat 

April 7, 2023 Open World Program 

April 25, 2023 Outgoing journey to Greater Orlando, Florida 

May 29, 2023 Incoming journey from Siberia 

2023 Incoming journey from San Antonio, Texas 

October 2, 2023 Friendship Force World Conference in Dubrovnik, 
Croatia  

January 8, 2023, at 2:00 Regular monthly meeting at Beach Club in Big Ca-
noe 

Coming Events 

The club has established the policy that all ambassadors on journeys and all 
hosts must provide proof of vaccination and at least one booster for Covid-19. 

a world of friends is a world of peace 

Sign up for the Friendship Force International web site: To sign up, 
connect to https://my.friendshipforce.org/en/users/sign_in, then click SIGN 
UP. 
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A Few Words From Sherry 

This is my last column as the president 
of our club. It has been an honor to 
serve you and a pleasure to work with 
you. Given the hindrance of the pan-
demic, I think it was a very good three 
years! 

I often comment that being the presi-
dent of an organization is easy when 
you have a good board. Thank you to all 
our board members for contributing so 
much to our club. Thank you also to the 
members who stepped up to serve on 
committees.  

In Barry K., you have a terrific presi-
dent for next year! Please give him and 
his board the interest and support you 
have shown over the past three years. 

I am looking forward to seeing all of 
you at our holiday party on December 
11!   

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings  

 
December 11th – 2:00-4:00 - Holiday 
Party at Sherry & Dan’s.   Please bring 
an appetizer or dessert to share. 
  
To get there, find your way to the inter-
section of  Georgia 515 and Georgia 20.  
Go east on Georgia 20 2.7 miles and 
turn right on Autumn Brook Drive.  Go 
0.4 miles and turn left on Evie Lane.  
Go 0.4 miles to their house on the left—
number 341. 
 
January 8th – Our New Year’s meeting 
will be early on the SECOND SUNDAY 
as we have much to discuss. We will 
meet in Big Canoe from 2:00 – 4:00 at 
the Beach Club.  The menu will be Pot 
Luck with a sign-up sheet at the De-
cember meeting.  We are hoping to 
have some new members as well  as 
prospective members from the Big Ca-
noe Club and Organization Fair.  
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Upcoming Journeys 
Greater Orlando 

There are 5 couples signed up for the 
Greater Orlando Club's Outbound 
Journey to see the non-touristy area of 
Orlando -- 16 can be accommodated. 
We may be asking southeastern clubs 
if there is interest there (Lake Hart-
well, Western NC, Birmingham, 
Huntsville) after Christmas, if we don't 
hear from anyone else in our Club. Call 
Alan or Mary Ellen (Co-Journey Coor-
dinators) @ 706-253-4891, cell 770-
893-9109 for more information. 

Winter Park- pontoon ride to view 
three lakes connected by canals, now 
home to million dollar homes and then 
visit to Morse Museum 

Florida is home to 700+ springs and 
is on top of a limestone aquifer.  We 
will visit Kelly Park which has a ½ 
mile long natural lazy river which is 
crystal clear, 74 degrees, and never 
more than 3 feet deep.  Tubing or snor-
keling will be offered and possibly 
kayaking, canoeing or paddleboarding 
at a nearby river. 

An all day trip will be offered either to 
the ocean for a beach day, Kennedy 
Space Center or SeaWorld. 

Orlando is centered around Lake Eo-
la with sculptures, a museum which 
tells the history of Florida, and the 
symphony hall with its 3 performing 
arts venues. 

A pontoon ride on the St John’s Riv-
er may show alligators, ibis, and other 
wildlife. 

Siberia 
 

Oyuna Sengeeva, the FFI Regional 
Support Manager for Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Baltic States, Moldova, Russia, 
Turkey, Ukraine, Republic of Georgia 
and Mongolia, asked that our club ac-
cept a journey from the club in Siberia, 
Russia.  We have done so. 

Oyuna was born in Siberia but now lives 
in the United States. The president of 
the Siberia club is her mother. Oyuna is 
well acquainted with many of the am-
bassadors. The journey will include four 
nights with our club and four nights 
with the Huntsville club. 

As Bob A. discussed in his presentation 
at the meeting, governments may disa-
gree, but Friendship Force members can 
still agree to meet and share their cul-
ture. Our organization declares “a world 
of friends is a world of peace” and this 
journey will give our club the opportuni-
ty to live that message. 

If the ambassadors from Siberia are 
approved for US visas, their visit with us 
will be on or about May 29, 2023. 
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Open World Program 

The program for Azerbaijan is 
"Community-level Extracurricular 
Programming for Promoting Social 
Change", with the delegates arriving 
on April 7, 2023. “The program 
will introduce participants to how 
U.S. communities use extracurricu-
lar youth programming in the areas 
of art and sports to improve social 
cohesion and engagement at the lo-
cal level.” 

Callaway Gardens Retreat 

A repeat visit to Callaway Gardens 
is an attractive idea but may be de-
layed until 2024 if both of the above 
journeys occur as planned. 

2024 

The following dates have been es-
tablished for 2024 journeys: 

Outbound request form submitted: 
January 1, 2023 

Journey proposals distributed: 
April 14, 2023. 

Acceptance/change requests: May 
1, 2023 

World Conference 

Mark your calendars.   FFI is organ-
izing a World Conference in Du-
brovnik, Croatia next year (October 
2-5, 2023).  Pre and Post confer-

ence excursions will also be of-
fered.   Details to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Election 

The following candidates were 
elected  at the November Meeting: 
 
President—Barry K. 
1st Vice—Tim A. 
2nd Vice—Rich G. 
Secretary—Mary Ellen J. 
Treasurer—Sherry W. 
 
Submitted By 
Bob A. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dues Time 
Hi everyone! Yes, it is time to renew 
your club membership to the 
Friendship Force of Big Canoe/
North Georgia. Since FFI has de-
layed increasing their dues, we are 
also able to keep our club dues the 
same next year--a very reasonable 
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 Cares and Concerns 

News has reached us of the passing 
of  honorary Member Jim Goggin, 
age 94, of Cumming.  Those of you 
who  were in our club prior to 2016 
will remember the hospitality of Jim 
and his wife Jean in host-
ing Welcome and Farewell Dinners. 
Their latest endeavor was in 2014 
when we bid Farewell to our Serbian 
and Macedonian visitors as part of 
our first Open World experience. 
Jean has been diagnosed with Al-
heimer's and being cared for in a 
care facility. 

Jim's Celebration of Life Service will 
be December 8th at Holbrook Sugar 
Hill. 

On the Subject of FALLS 

A number  of our members have suf-
fered falls this past month. 

The latest was taken by Peggy Ander-
son.  Peggy broke a bone in her right 
arm, but tells us that a cast was not 
needed.  She is currently wearing a 
sling, and not able to drive. 

Former members Von and Joe Craw-
ford reported that Von fell and hit 
her head suffering a concus-
sion.  Von is mending and sounded 
in good spirits on the phone.   

Charlotte Hale took a fall and broke 
bones in a foot. Charlotte is currently 
in a shoe-boot. 

Take Care of Yourself & Each Other, 
(as Lester Holt would say), 

Your Cares & Concerns Lady, 

Jeannette Waldrop 

$35 per person.  Attached is a renew-
al application form; please complete 
and send in with your check (FF Big 
Canoe/North Georgia) to Robert Lo-
gan at the address on the renewal 
form. 
 
Let me know if you have any ques-
tions or concerns. Thanks! 
 
Bob A. 
Membership Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

4 Bobbie G. 

8 Diane B. 

8 June T 

28 Nancy L. 

31 Lenna A. 
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Next Issue 

We want input from you.  Have you 
been on a journey with another club?  
Have you traveled on your own?  If 
you have any information that might 
be of interest to other club members, 
send it to your newsletter editor: 

Ray Bowyer 
raybowyer@earthlink.net 
770-366-3736 
8592 Roswell Road #420 
Sandy Springs, Georgia 30350 
 

Deadline for the January issue is De-
cember 25, 2022. 

Some News from FFI 

 This year the Adelaide club hosted the 
annual conference for Australian 
clubs. The conference took place over 
two days with representatives from 16 
clubs in attendance This was a strong 
turnout for a “post-Covid” conference 
in a country where some Covid re-
strictions still remain. 

 
The first Japanese National Confer-
ence in three years was hosted by The 
Friendship Force of Niigata. This 
memorable event coincided with the 
40th-anniversary celebrations of the 
Niigata club. Many members fondly 
remembered the late Mr. Bunkichi It-
oh, the founder of the Niigata club. 
Mr. Itoh served on the International 
Board of Directors and was ultimately 
recognized for his outstanding dedica-
tion to FFI by receiving the Wayne 
Smith Medal – our organization’s 
highest honor. He was a source of in-
spiration and support for Japanese 
members.  

The 2022 New Zealand Gathering was 
held at Waitetoko on the beautiful 
shores of Lake Taupo in August.  

The Gathering was an opportunity for 
members from all over the country to 
catch up with each other and enjoy 
time together without pandemic re-
strictions. The planning team put to-
gether a program that included a vari-
ety of educational talks, fun activities, 
games, and Friendship Force busi-
ness… there was even a magician! A lot 
of the discussion at the conference was 
focused on the future.  
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    2023 Membership Application 

Name(s) __________________________________________________ 

Address   __________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________ 

Telephone# ________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone (s)#_____________________________________________ 

Email Address(es) __________________________________________ 

                               ___________________________________________ 

Birthday: Month_____________Day____ 

Birthday: Month_____________Day____ 

 

Membership Dues         ___ $35 per year Individual 

                 ___ $70 per Year Couple 

 

Return To: Robert Logan, Treasurer, 741 Oakdale Rd, Canton, GA 30114 

 

 

 

     


