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May 
2021 

Newsletter  

http://ffbcng.org 

May 16, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. Regular monthly meeting at home of Tim and Lenna 
A.  

August 29, 2021 Friendship Force International Festival at Sea. 

October, 2021 Inbound journey from Des Moines 

May, 2022 Outbound journey to Des Moines 

2022 Outbound journey to San Antonio 

June 27, 2021 Regular monthly meeting. 

Coming Events 

The club has established the policy that all ambassadors on journeys and all 
hosts must provide proof of vaccination for Covid-19. 

a world of friends is a world of peace 

Sign up for the Friendship Force International web site: To sign up, 
connect to https://my.friendshipforce.org/en/users/sign_in, then click SIGN 
UP. 
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A Few Words From Sherry 

 
It was so wonderful to see so many of you 
at our Pizza Party! The weather cooperat-
ed and the pizza was delicious. Many 
thanks to our Activities Committee. 

When I introduced our board members at 
the meeting, I neglected to introduce our 
fabulous Cares and Concerns lady, Jean-
nette Waldrop. She does a marvelous job 
of keeping in touch with our members! 

I seem to have caused some confusion 
about our on-line presence. The index 
card I handed out gave you the Username 
and Password to sign into the Members 
Only section of our club’s website: 
ffbcng.org. I will have those available at 
future meetings. 

The other website that I talked about is the 
new FFI website for members 
worldwide. There is information else-
where in this newsletter to assist you in 
signing up for Friendship Force online. 
You cannot sign up through the existing 
FFI website. You will sign up on https://
my.friendshipforce.org/en/users/sign_in  

A separate column in this newsletter pro-
vides a link for FFI’s global membership 
survey. Please share your opinion through 
the link. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the 
May picnic … Sherry W. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Future Meetings  

May 16th – Tim and Lenna A. have gra-
ciously offered their home for this meet-
ing.  The directions are available below.  
We will meet for a salad pot luck from 
2:00 to 4:00.  The club will provide fried 
chicken to go with the salads. The board 
members will provide dessert.  Tim and 
Lenna have a great backyard for a corn-
hole tournament so start practicing your 
skills!  (See the target above in case you’re 
not familiar with cornhole).  Pick your 
partner – you do not need to play with 
your spouse!  There will be prizes for the 
winners.  When you arrive, we will put you 
and your partner’s name in the brackets.  
Be sure to respond to the evite so we can 
plan the amount of chicken to buy.  See 
you soon! 
 
Print out the bracket attached to this 
newsletter to use for the games. 
 
Next meeting will be on June 27th – the 
4th Sunday of the month.  Watch for de-
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 tails in the next newsletter. 
 
The activities committee is working on a 
joint meeting/picnic with the Lake Hart-
well club this summer.  Look for details to 
follow. 
 

Here is information on getting to Tim/
Lenna A. home:  

Address:  

4920 Churchill Ridge Drive 

Cumming, GA 30028 (An older GPS 
might show us as Plantation Ridge, which 
was the original name of the street).  

Lenna’s cell - 770.877.0335 

Tim's Cell - 404.441.1176  

From Big Canoe area:  

Take Yellow Creek Road to Hwy 369.  

Go left until Poole's Mill Road.  

Go right on Poole's Mill until it dead-ends 
at Heardsville Rd.  

Go left on Heardsville Rd. until Hurt 
Bridge Road.  

Go left on Hurt Bridge Rd. until you come 
to subdivision Churchill Crossing on the 
left.  

We are on the second block of that road. 
The house is on the right.  

From Canton or Cumming area:  

Take GA #20 to intersection of 
Bethelview Rd. and Friendship Circle.  

Turn north onto Friendship Circle.  

After about a block Friendship Circle be-
comes Hurt Bridge Road. Stay on Hurt 
Bridge until you come to subdivision 

Churchill Crossing on the right.  

We are on the second block of that road.  
The house is on the right. 

 

From Our Membership Chairperson 
 

Welcome to our newest members of the 
Club—Rich and Linda G., Lance and Sha-
ron M., and Jean Z.  (Rumor has it that 
my sister and her husband will also be 
joining us!).  Introductory information on 
four of the new members is farther down 
in this newsletter. 

Our Club will be hosting the Greater Des 
Moines Club in late October.  Tim A. and 
I will serve as co-journey directors. Un-
less you are out-of-town, you are ex-
pected to sign up and help in whatever 
way you can.  For our newbies, I thought I 
would briefly describe some of the sub-
committees that are necessary to assure a 
good visiting experience. 

TRANSPORTATION—basically getting 
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 our visitors (and their luggage) to and 
from the airport if necessary; generally 
our visitors will meet their home hosts 
at a centralized location. 

HOME HOSTS—provide a bedroom 
and breakfast for one or two guests (or 
more if needed and space is available); 
transportation to local program events 
if available; one day is scheduled as a 
“free day” where hosts may take their 
guests to an activity that fits their spe-
cial interests. 

WELCOME PARTY—reserve venue, 
select menu, coordinate food (salad, 
dessert, potluck?), table decorations, 
etc. 

PROGRAM EVENTS—planning 
events primarily in North Georgia, in-
cluding museums, state parks, lunch-
es, etc.; one day in the Atlanta area 
(Carter Center, Civil Rights Museum, 
etc.) may also be planned. 

DAY HOSTS—day hosts provide 
transportation to our ambassadors 
whenever it may be needed during the 
visit. 

DINNER HOSTS—for those not 
home or day hosting, prepare a dinner 
in your home for 8-10 club members 
and ambassadors. 

FAREWELL PARTY—reserve ven-
ue, select menu or restaurant, enter-
tainment, etc. 

Tim and I will be asking for volunteers 
for each of these subcommittees and 
will guide you through the process.  
Our visiting ambassadors generally 
pay an advance of $150-$200 each for 

the week’s events including any meals, 
so budgeting is important.  Tradition 
has it that the ambassador(s) treat 
their home host(s) out to a thank you 
dinner that is scheduled some night 
during the visit. 

I may have raised more questions than 
I answered but we will discuss more at 
the May and June meetings and have a 
sign-up sheet so we have time to pre-
pare for our October visitors.  Looking 
ahead, we are scheduled to visit the 
Des Moines club in spring 2022. 

Bob A. 

Co-Journey Director 

April Meeting 

The April meeting was held at the 
Wildcat Recreation Area in Big Canoe. 
It was a delicious pizza pie meal, cour-
tesy of the club, with dessert provided 
by Margie in honor of Ray's birthday. 

President Sherry W. reported that our 
club will not be traveling this year, be-
cause of the virus. We now anticipate 
travel in 2022. We expect one incom-
ing journey, from Des Moines. 
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 required to sign up is your name, club 
and email address.  

 

2021 Global Membership Survey 

Friendship Force International is com-
mitted to providing mission-driven pro-
grams, meaningful online experiences 
and exemplary interactions with clubs 
and members. We would like to invite 
you to partner with us in this commit-
ment by providing personalized feed-
back. Your input is invaluable and to-
gether we can grow the impact of our 
mission! To complete the survey, 
please go to the following web site: 

https://www.questionpro.TakeSurvey?
tt=n/JCkgrPCoo%3D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherry encouraged everyone to sign up 
for the new Friendship Force Interna-
tional web site, and to fill out the sur-
vey. She thanked all the officers for their 
hard work doing all the things necessary 
to have a successful club. 

Membership chairperson Bob A. intro-
duced four new members, and several 
visitors. 

Activities chairperson Peggy A. reported 
that the next meeting would be on May 
16, at the home of Tim and Lenna A.  

After the meeting, those who were inter-
ested had an opportunity to play bocce. 

 

 

Friendship Force Online (MyFF) Is 
Live! 

FROM FFI: “The Friendship Force 
online experience was developed with 
you in mind. We wanted something to 
sit perfectly alongside how we already 
work with our members. A simple, clear 
tool that will eventually house all our 
member resources and exclusive mem-
ber-only content and keep you up to 
speed with news from FFI and around 
the world. The minimum information 
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 New Members 
Our club has five new members.  Their 
full names, addresses, e-mail addresses, 
and telephone numbers are in the mem-
ber section of the web site.  Here is some 
introductory material on four of them: 

Lance and Sharon M. 

Lance, a Georgia native from Warner 
Robins, and Sharon, a Floridian from 
Sarasota, graduated together in 1992 
from Georgia State University College of 
Law. They are partners at a small law 
firm in Cartersville with the authentic 
tagline of: “Our Family Helping Yours.” 

They have one daughter, Ansley, who 
was born in 1999. In 2020, during the 
middle of the Covid-19 pandemic, they 
relocated to Big Canoe from their Kenne-
saw home of 22 years. 

As a family, they are avid travelers and 

have visited over 70 countries through-
out the world. They enjoy learning about 
other cultures, meeting new people, tast-
ing new foods and beverages, and engag-
ing in unique activities. Notable travel 
experiences include: taking cooking les-
sons in a Korean home; riding a water 
buffalo to plow rice fields in Laos; enjoy-
ing high tea in Dubai at the tallest build-
ing in the world; learning to make maca-
roons in Paris; riding camels in Morocco; 
staying inside the Alhambra in the build-
ing where King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella were originally buried; visiting 
an orthopedic surgeon in Russia to treat 
Sharon’s broken arm; doing a medieval 
pub crawl with a local in Prague; and 
spending a week with a Tahitian family 
in their island home. 

They have been enriched by hosting in 
their home over a dozen international 
students from Japan, France, Spain, Ger-
many, Venezuela and China. Their most 
educational and culturally intense host-
ing experience was a seven-week period 
housing an 18 year-old Chinese National 
who couldn’t get home during the global 
pandemic. 

Lance and Sharon are excited to have 
connected with the Big Canoe/North 
Georgia Club of Friendship Force and 
hope that they can be assets to the organ-
ization. 



 

7 May 2021 Newsletter  

 

Linda and Rich G. 

Linda and Rich moved in October 2020 
from Grand Rapids, Michigan, to begin a 
new adventure in the mountains of North 
Georgia, nearer to their daughter, Megan, 
son-in-law Eric, and two young grand-
sons in Alpharetta. Their son, Jason, and 
his soon-to-be spouse, Ilana, will be de-
livering a granddaughter in June. Rich 
and Linda are enjoying life in Big Canoe 
while their new house above Carters Lake 
(finally) is getting built.  

They eagerly accepted the invitation to 
join Friendship Force, attracted by its 
forward-looking mission of fellowship 
and opportunities for travel and connec-
tion. Pre-pandemic, Linda and Rich par-
ticipated in Northwestern alumni trips to 
Tanzania and Cambodia/Vietnam. They 
also traveled frequently to Nicaragua 
where son Jason established La Isla Net-

work, a not-for-profit dedicated to the 
prevention and cure of CKDu, a chronic 
kidney disease afflicting agricultural and 
construction workers in subtropical re-
gions around the world. 

Linda continues her administrative/
organizational work for La Isla Network 
while Rich tries to retire from 44-years as 
a trial/conflict resolution attorney, hav-
ing transitioned from 35 years with a 
large national law firm to helping smaller 
businesses and individuals solve their le-
gal disputes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 Linda K. 

8 Janet V. 

16 Charlotte H. 

21 Karen B. 

29 Becky U. 
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 From the Cares & Concerns Desk: 
Thinking of You Cards with personal 
messages are being sent to Harry Y., 
Bobbie G., Fred M., and Carolyn S.  Most 
of the club signed the card to Fred M. 

Calls are going out to Von and Joe  C. 
and Jim and Claudia  C. 

Margie  B. had eye surgery on May 3. 

If anyone sees a need to be addressed 
among our FF club family, please let me 
know at 706 268-1072 or jpswal-
drop@tds.net.   

Your Cares & Concerns Lady,  

Jeannette W. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To those of you who kept our grandson, 
William, in your hearts and prayers, here 
is a current photo. He looks perfectly 
healthy, but is still coping with fatigue 
and brain fog. He is able to go to school 
for only 3 hours. So we thank you for 

your concern and continue to need your 
prayers.  Sherry W. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINKS FOR INFORMATION ON 
FFI WEBSITE 

Sign up for a Pen Pal from FFI (https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/ffi-pen-pals-
beta/).  

FFI staff has been busy with creating the 
News and Media blog (https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/) and the new 
Virtual Experiences page (https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-
experiences/). These provide an excellent 
way to stay in touch with the internation-
al community.  

Are you signed up for the FFI newsletter? 
If not, you can sign up here https://
friendshipforce.us12.list-manage.com/
subscribe/post?
u=ba1bffc1cec3dcb20c97569d1&id=a5eb
5f7351 

 

 

 

Next Issue 

Deadline for the June issue is June 13, 
2021. 
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