
 

1 January 2021 Newsletter  

 

January  
2021 

Newsletter  

future journeys 
Outgoing Journeys 
  September  

Explore     Understand    Serve 
http://ffbcng.org 

Spring, 2021 (requested) Open World. 

August, 2021 Outgoing journey to Des Moines and one other club. 

August 29, 2021 Friendship Force International Festival at Sea. 

April, 2022 Incoming journey from Des Moines. 

October, 2022 Outgoing journey to Peru. 

February 3, 2021, at 12:00 
p.m. 

Zoom conference with Open World delegates from  
Serbia and Macedonia. 

January 10, 2021, at 4:00 
p.m. 

Zoom conference and business  meeting. 

Coming Events 

The club has established the policy that all ambassadors on journeys and all 
hosts must provide proof of vaccination for SARS-CoV-2. 

Comments 

Bob Anderson is working with the Des Moines club to  schedule the journeys to 
and from Des Moines. 

Phil Waldrop worked with the journey coordinator in Peru and with a travel agent 
to put together a fantastic journey for 2020.  FFI asked that all 2020 journeys be 
rescheduled for 2022. 
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A Few Words From Sherry 

Welcome to 2021, my friends! Let’s get ac-
tive, even if it is from a distance! Look for 
activities for the first three months else-
where in this newsletter. 

FFI 

I want to again urge you to sign up for the 
FFI Newsletter and to “like” the Friend-
ship Force International page on Face-
book. It is also fun to follow pages of other 
clubs, especially those that we have visit-
ed.  

I joined in the FFI Coffee Chat: A Festive 
Season Around the World and learned a 
great deal about holiday celebrations in 
New Zealand, Germany, France, Hungary, 
Australia, Brazil, Mexico, Turkey and oth-
er areas of the US.  

Dan and I participated in the FFI Virtual 
Trivia Quiz in December, complete with 
the formation of teams in breakout rooms. 
Both events were interesting and lots of 
fun. Now I need to figure out how to use 
breakout rooms on Zoom so that our club 
can flex its trivia muscles! 

OPEN WORLD 

Our 2019 Open World delegates from 
Ukraine sent us a wonderful Christmas 
greeting:  

Dear all,  

We wish you happy holidays, we are 
apart in distance but never in heart -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ee9WXVcOTPg&feature=youtu.be 

Hugs,  

Olga, Anna, Nataliia, Bohdan, Sasha, Ve-
ronika 

Do you remember the first Open World 
group? Delegates from Serbia and Mac-
edonia (now North Macedonia) visited us 
in the Fall of 2014. A reunion is scheduled 
for 2/3/2021 at 12 noon. If you would like 
to Zoom in for the reunion, please let me 
know. 

A STRONGER WAY FORWARD 

Last month I told you about a video from 
Jeremi Snook and two follow up Zoom 
calls. Ray Bowyer also participate in a fol-
low up call and kindly listed points that I 
did not include in last month’s article: 

The key change being considered is 
that all Friendship Force members 
will register through a portal on the 
website and be assigned a member 
number.  After implementation, an-
yone who is an ambassador, home-
host, or who sends funds to Friend-
ship Force International will be 
identified for that activity by his or 
her member number. 

It is anticipated this will be a conven-
ient, secure way to keep track of ac-
tivities. 
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 It will be possible for people who are 
unable or unwilling to use the por-
tal directly to obtain their member 
number and do other transactions 
by telephone. 

An important goal is for interaction 
through the portal to be simple and 
easy. 

It will be possible to store one’s appli-
cations and other forms through 
the portal, so they will not need to 
be submitted on paper, or submit-
ted repeatedly. 

There will be a secure way to send and 
receive funds through the portal. 

There will be multiple membership lev-
els in the future.  Almost everyone 
will be a “standard” member, and 
there will be an option to be an in-
active member or a student mem-
ber.  An inactive member might be 
one who wishes to have a relation-
ship to Friendship Force but is una-
ble or unwilling to participate in 
journeys. 

The web site will be in ten languages 
initially, with more added later. 

It is anticipated the new web site will 
be tested in January and February, 
2021, and made available to all 
members in March. 

Jeremi welcomes clubs to participate 
in the testing. 

Consideration is being given to a 
change in funding, in which more 
support of Friendship Force Inter-
national will be based on an annual 
fee, and less on fees sent as part of 
a journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Meetings  

January 10 – 2nd Sunday- we will have a 
zoom meeting at 4:00.  We will be discuss-
ing some business which will include our 
Open World Zoom meeting on Feb. 3rd.  
Let’s try to reconnect with our friends at 
this time and have an early Happy Hour.  
Bring your own drinks and snacks to the 
small screen. 
 
February 3 – Wednesday – we will be 
zooming with our first Open World guests 
from Serbia and Macedonia at 12:00 noon.  
Many of the hosts have kept in touch.  The 
day and time are unusual for a meeting; 
this is all done to accommodate their 
schedules. 
 
March 21 – who knows if we will be able to 
meet and greet in person?? Let’s hope so! 
Stay tuned and read your Newsletter, 
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Upcoming Journeys  

We are tentatively planning an outgoing 
journey to Des Moines and one other 
club in August, 2021, and an incoming 
journey from Des Moines in April, 2022. 

We are tentatively planning an outgoing 
journey to Peru in October, 2022. 

Friendship Force International an-
nounced the following schedule for 2022 
planning: 

 February 28, 2021—Matches sent 
out. 

Officers 

The following officers were elected for 
this year: 

 President: Sherry Wileman 

 First vice president/president-elect: 
Barry Kadechuk 

 Second vice president: Timothy An-
derson 

 Secretary: Diane Briscoe 

 Treasurer: Robert Logan 

Congratulations to the winners, and we 
look forward to your leadership this 
year. 

A Reminder from our Membership 
Chairperson 

In case you haven’t yet paid your annual 
dues, they are now past due  The form to 
send, with the address, is attached. 

Friendship Force International is consid-
ering a change in dues structure, but no 
change has been made at this time. 
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LINKS FOR INFORMATION ON 
FFI WEBSITE 

Sign up for a Pen Pal from FFI (https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/ffi-pen-pals-
beta/).  

FFI staff has been busy with creating 
the News and Media blog (https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/) and the new 
Virtual Experiences page (https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-
experiences/). These provide an excel-
lent way to stay in touch with the inter-
national community.  

Are you signed up for the FFI newslet-
ter? If not, you can sign up here 
https://friendshipforce.us12.list-
manage.com/subscribe/post?
u=ba1bffc1cec3dcb20c97569d1&id=a5e
b5f7351 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Meeting 

The November meeting was canceled 
because of the rate of Covid-19 infec-
tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Bobbie Garner 

8 Diane Briscoe 

8 June Treway 

31 Lenna Anderson 
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Cares and Concerns 

We’re not aware of any particular cares 
or concerns this month.  Isn’t that won-
derful? 

If you have any concerns yourself, or 
know of any for any other members of 
the club, please call me at  706-268-
1072. 

Your Cares and Concerns Lady, 

Jeannette Waldrop 

We welcome information for future is-
sues of this newsletter. To make it in-
formative and interesting we need in-
formation about what is going on in 
the club. If you have something you 
could share, such as committee up-
dates, member updates, or photos of 
your recent travels, please share it. 
Send by e-mail or telephone call to the 
newsletter editor:  

Ray Bowyer  

raybowyer@earthlink.net  
770-366-3736  

Deadline for the February issue is Jan-
uary 20, 2021. 



 

7 January 2021 Newsletter  

 

Hello Friend! 
As part of our commitment to communicate more quickly and directly with members, 
we have created a broadcast list on WhatsApp, the world’s most popular free mes-
saging app.  

If you join, you’ll receive occasional short messages, directly to your smartphone or 
tablet. These messages, sent in English, will contain important news from FFI, re-
minders, or updates about Virtual Experiences and Journeys.  

HOW TO JOIN: 

 

1. Visit the Google Play Store (Android) or App Store (Apple) and search for 

Whatsapp. 

 2. Click on “Install” to download Whatsapp on your phone or tablet for free. 

 3. Open Whatsapp and add the number +1 404.965.4336 to your phone's list of con-

tacts.. 

4. Name this number “FFI Messages”. 

5. Send us a "Hello" with your name and club name so we can add you to our broad-

cast list.  This number will not receive further messages. 

  6. You are ready! You will start to receive our updates directly on your phone or tab-

let . 

Please note: If you need to contact us, or wish to remove yourself from the 

Whatsapp broadcast list at any time, please email support@thefriendshipforce.org.  

FOR TRAINING IN USING WHATSAPP: https://vimeo.com/436810228 

Friendship Force WhatsApp 
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    2021 Membership Application 

Name(s) __________________________________________________ 

Address   __________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________ 

Telephone# ________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone (s)#_____________________________________________ 

Email Address(es) __________________________________________ 

                               ___________________________________________ 

Membership Dues         ___ $30 per year Individual 

      ___ $60 per Year Couple 

 

Return To: Robert Logan, Treasurer, 741 Oakdale Rd, Canton, GA 30114 


