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December 
2020 

Newsletter  

future journeys 
Outgoing Journeys 
  September  

Explore     Understand    Serve 
http://ffbcng.org 

Spring, 2021 (requested) Open World. 

August, 2021 Outgoing journey to Des Moines and one other club. 

August 29, 2021 Friendship Force International Festival at Sea. 

April, 2022 Incoming journey from Des Moines. 

October, 2022 Outgoing journey to Peru. 

Coming Events 

The club has established the policy that all ambassadors on journeys and all 
hosts must provide proof of vaccination for SARS-CoV-2. 

Comments 

Bob Anderson is working with the Des Moines club to  schedule the journeys to 
and from Des Moines. 

Phil Waldrop worked with the journey coordinator in Peru and with a travel agent 
to put together a fantastic journey for 2020.  FFI asked that all 2020 journeys be 
rescheduled for 2022. 
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A Few Words From Sherry 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS, MY 
FRIENDS! I miss seeing you, talking 
with you, laughing with you, and get-
ting your hugs! I am starting this col-
umn by asking you to stay home and 
stay safe and always wear a mask if out-
side of your home.  

It was with great reluctance that your 
board decided to postpone the activities 
that Peggy and her team had planned 
for November and December. The plans 
for the meetings would have brought us 
into closer contact with people outside 
of our home than many of us were will-
ing to risk. Dan and I will definitely not 
take any risks! 

That brings me to the question: what 
can we do to persuade more of 
you to join us for Zoom meetings? 
In person meetings are quite risky for 
those of us over 65, even with masks. I 
would be happy to set up individual 
Zoom meetings to help you walk 
through participating. It really is quite 
simple. Please contact me at 

slwileman@mindspring.com or 404-
386-9224. 

Many thanks to Ray (and Margie) for 
keeping me in line when it comes to 
club functions that must take place. I 
am thankful to get those reminders. 
Did you reply to the email from 
Bob A. about voting for next year’s 
officers? 

You can blame me for the fact that this 
newsletter is late. I wanted to delay un-
til I had heard more about the two pro-
posed FFI changes that Jeremi outlined 
in the FFI 11/16/20 email entitled “A 
Stronger Way Forward.” Your board 
met to discuss the email and I sent our 
questions to Jeremi. There were Zoom 
worldwide calls this week so that Jere-
mi could address the feedback from 
clubs around the world. You can read 
all about it in the column headed 
“A Stronger Way Forward” in this 
newsletter. 

If you are not receiving emails from 
FFI, you can subscribe at the bottom of 
every page at Friendshipforce.org. Also, 
you can “like” the FFI page on Face-
book; search for Friendship Force In-
ternational. You will find lots of virtual 
activities to join, including “Paella Day” 
with Friendship Force Bogota. 

Looking forward to the post-
coronavirus world … Sherry 

P.S. As anticipated, our journey to visit 
two clubs in Brazil will not take place. 
Those clubs will not be hosting any 
journeys next year. 
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Future Meetings  

It was reluctantly decided that, in view of 
the worsening Covid-19 situation, we 
should not gather at all in December. 
Watch for January plans in the next news-
letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Journeys  

We are tentatively planning an outgoing 
journey to Des Moines and one other club 
in August, 2021, and an incoming journey 
from Des Moines in April, 2022. 

We are tentatively planning an outgoing 
journey to Peru in October, 2022. 

Friendship Force International announced 
the following schedule for 2022 planning: 

 February 28, 2021—Matches sent out. 

 

Officers 

The nominating committee proposed the 
following  officers for next year: 

 President: Sherry Wileman 

 First vice president/president-elect: 
Barry Kadechuk 

 Second vice president: Timothy Ander-
son 

 Secretary: Diane Briscoe 

 Treasurer: Robert Logan 

You should have received a request to vote 
by e-mail or US mail.  If you didn’t get it, 
contact your newsletter editor.  The result 
of the election will be announced in the 
next newsletter. 
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A Reminder from our Membership 
Chairperson 

Please remember to pay your dues by the 
end of the year.  The form to send, with 
the address, is attached. 

Friendship Force International is consid-
ering a change in dues structure, but no 
change has been made at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A STRONGER WAY FORWARD 

On November 16, Friendship Force In-
ternational sent out an email with that 

subject line. It included a link to a 
“Special Message from Our CEO, Jeremi 
Snook.” You can follow this link to the 
message on the FFI website: https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/a-stronger-way
-forward/ 

In the message, Jeremi discussed two 
projects that the staff and board have 
undertaken: a member portal and a 
revised fee structure. The purpose of 
the video was to let membership know 
what is going on and to be transparent.  

Sometimes a commitment to transparen-
cy can cause confusion. What he did not 
say in the video, and should have, is that 
these projects are proposed and when 
implemented, will be optional.  

Without that caveat, your board and 
many members around the world were 
left with questions about the potential 
impact of the projects. Jeremi held Zoom 
meetings to add context and clarity to 
the projects and their purpose. The fol-
lowing paragraphs are from notes your 
president took during one meeting. 
Please invest the time to read them. 

FFI is here, alive and surviving this 
pandemic. One-third of the members 
contributed to the fund-raising cam-
paign! The FFI staff (one-half pre-
pandemic level) wants to use this time to 
increase the strength of the organization. 
Two projects that will take big steps for-
ward are a member portal and a revised 
fee structure.  

First, nothing is changing right now. 
They do NOT want to disrupt current 
club operations. A revised fee structure 
will be optional for clubs and the mem-
ber portal will be optional for individual 
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 Fees to host clubs for journeys would 
not be included in an annual fee. The 
intent is for simplicity of understanding 
to improve member recruitment. 

In other news, Jeremi tried to get FFI 
included in the early stages of vaccina-
tions for the coronavirus but was not 
successful. He is hopeful that we will 
see journeys resume in the 3rd quarter 
of 2021. For those that signed up for the 
FFI cruise, he has no information to of-
fer at this time. 

There is much more to share about the 
potential created by a membership por-
tal; look for that in the next newsletter. 
If you have any questions, please con-
tact slwileman@mindspring.com or 
404-386-9224. 

 

 

November Meeting 

 

The November meeting was canceled 
because of the rate of Covid-19 infec-
tions. 

 

 

members. 

FFI is VERY behind in its ability to com-
municate with its membership. There is 
no membership database, so the staff 
relies on field reps and club presidents 
for communication. Only 1/3 of the 
membership receives the newsletters. 
(That is why your president urges you to 
sign up for the FFI newsletter and Face-
book page.) 

FFI must adhere to the EU’s General 
Protection Data Regulation (GDPR) 
which means the member portal will be 
cutting edge in the privacy and security 
of data. It will be in 10 languages, as will 
all changes to the FFI website. No data 
will ever be sold or shared with another 
organization.  

The implementation goal for the portal 
is May of 2021. It will then be necessary 
to register and get a membership ID to 
interact online with FFI. They know 
some people may not be comfortable 
with that, so they will have a method to 
handle it manually.  

The biggest impact this may have is to 
make members feel connected to the 
global community. The intent is to im-
plement mainstream technology to help 
clubs recruit and retain members.   

Many organizations have an annual fee 
that allows members to access all the 
organizations’ benefits. The details of 
this idea have not been fleshed out. In 
the interests of transparency, Jeremi 
wants to make members aware of this 
project. Most importantly, it will be up 
to individual clubs to decide whether to 
stay with their current fee structure. 
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January Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cares and Concerns 

We’re told that Bob Anderson is healing 
very well from his hip replacement sur-
gery.   

If you have any concerns yourself, or 
know of any for any other members of 
the club, please call me at  706-268-
1072. 

Your Cares and Concerns Lady, 

Jeannette Waldrop 

We welcome information for future is-
sues of this newsletter. To make it in-
formative and interesting we need in-
formation about what is going on in 
the club. If you have something you 
could share, such as committee up-
dates, member updates, or photos of 
your recent travels, please share it. 
Send by e-mail or telephone call to the 
newsletter editor:  

Ray Bowyer  

raybowyer@earthlink.net  
770-366-3736  

Deadline for the January issue is Janu-
ary 3, 2021. 

4 Bobbie  Garner 

8 Diane Briscoe 

8 June Tredway 

31 Lenna Anderson 
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Hello Friend! 
As part of our commitment to communicate more quickly and directly with members, 
we have created a broadcast list on WhatsApp, the world’s most popular free mes-
saging app.  

If you join, you’ll receive occasional short messages, directly to your smartphone or 
tablet. These messages, sent in English, will contain important news from FFI, re-
minders, or updates about Virtual Experiences and Journeys.  

HOW TO JOIN: 

 

1. Visit the Google Play Store (Android) or App Store (Apple) and search for 

Whatsapp. 

 2. Click on “Install” to download Whatsapp on your phone or tablet for free. 

 3. Open Whatsapp and add the number +1 404.965.4336 to your phone's list of con-

tacts.. 

4. Name this number “FFI Messages”. 

5. Send us a "Hello" with your name and club name so we can add you to our broad-

cast list.  This number will not receive further messages. 

  6. You are ready! You will start to receive our updates directly on your phone or tab-

let . 

Please note: If you need to contact us, or wish to remove yourself from the 

Whatsapp broadcast list at any time, please email support@thefriendshipforce.org.  

FOR TRAINING IN USING WHATSAPP: https://vimeo.com/436810228 

Friendship Force WhatsApp 
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    2021 Membership Application 

Name(s) __________________________________________________ 

Address   __________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________ 

Telephone# ________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone (s)#_____________________________________________ 

Email Address(es) __________________________________________ 

                               ___________________________________________ 

Membership Dues         ___ $30 per year Individual 

      ___ $60 per Year Couple 

 

Return To: Robert Logan, Treasurer, 741 Oakdale Rd, Canton, GA 30114 


